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FOR INFORMATION
For some time I have been aware of the increasingly wet conditions in the lower corner of Half Moon Wood and have had concerns about a possible leak in one of the water pipes that cross the land. Inspectors from SWW have analysed the surface water and carried out other tests and have confirmed they are confident that the water present is not from leakage in either their drinking water pipes or the mains used to transfer water to the reservoir.

I therefore assume that the rise in the water table is as a result of a new spring coming to the surface or because of blockages in land drains. As this has created a new area of wetland habitat in the wood I intend to leave it to take its natural course and either stay permanently wet or dry out again in the future. The trees planted in this area are predominantly alder and willow, both of which thrive in these wet conditions, and therefore there should be no detrimental effects to the wood itself. We will continue to mow the paths around the wood so that this area can be by-passed when too wet to walk in and during 2008 I will attempt to move the streamside bench to a more accessible location.

 

I am pleased that no leak has been identified as no repairs to the pipe or disturbance are needed and no water has been lost. However, for the foreseeable future SWW and the Trust will maintain a watching brief.

 

I hope this helps to clarify the situation and allays concerns for the wood or loss of water that you may have had. If you have any queries please feel free to contact Malcolm Allen via the phone numbers below.

Head Office:
The Woodland Trust
Autumn Park 
Dysart Road
Grantham
Lincolnshire
NG31 6L
 
Tel: 01476 581111 

 

PROTECTING WOODS FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY
